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THE FOX AND THE CROW 
Once a crow stole a piece of meat from 
ashop. She few away with it and sat on 
the branch of a tree. 
Just then a fox was going under the tree. 
He saw the piece of meat of the crow and 
wanted to have it. 


But the crow was very high on the tree 
and he could not get ather, so he said to 
the crow. 

“How beautiful you are! How glossy 
black is your colour! What fine eyes you 
have! What a nice neck you have! But 
it’s a pity that you cannot sing.” 

The crow was pleased to hear these 
words of the fox. She thought within 
herself—“I must sing.” 


Thus thinking she opened her beak to 
sing. Then as she did so, the piece of meat 
fell down from her beak on the ground. 

The fox took it and ran away. 

Morai—Never give way to flattery. 

Exercise 
1. Answer the following questions in your own words :— 

(a) Who stole the piece of meat ani from where ? 

(b) Where did she sit ? 

(c) Who was under the tree ? 

(d) What did the fox say to the crow ? 


(e) How did the piece of meat fall from the beak 
of the crow ? 


(f) ‘What did the fox do with the piece of meat ? 
(g) What does the fable teach you ? 
2. Make sentences with each of the following :— 
A piece of meat, flew away, branch, just then, 
under, beak, nice, fine, pity, opened, fell down. 
3. Putthe phrases rightly in the blanks of the 
Sentences. 
get at, fell down, ran away- 
(a) The fox took it and ——. 
(b) The piece of meat— —from her beak on the 
ground. 
(c) He could not— —her. 
4. Relate the story in your own English: 
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THE BOYS AND THE FROGS 


Some boys were going home from school. 
They stopped to play neara pond. There 
‘were some frogs in it. They were jumping 
into the water. 

The boys saw them and said : 

“Look here! Some frogs are dipping 
their heads into the water and are playing 
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hide-and -seek. Letus pelt stones at them 
.and see how they fare.” 

So saying, they began to throw stones at 
them. Thus the stones hit many of them and 
killed some. 

Then an old frog said to the boys, 

“Don't throw stones at us. Your play 
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has killed many of us. So what is play to yow 
is death to us.” 

Hearing his words, the boys took pity en 
them and went away in shame. 

Moral—Never injure others for fun. 


Exercise 


1. Give short answer to the following questions t— 
(a) Where were the boys coming from ? 
(b) Where did they stop and why ? 
(c) What did they do out of fun ? 
(a) What did the old frog say ? 
(e) What lesson do you learn from the story ? 
2. Make sentences with :— 
Stop, pond, jump, were dipping, pelted stones, 
hit, play, death, injure. 
3. Fill in the blanks with the phrases given <— 
Hide-and-seek, took pity, in shame, to throw, at 


the frogs: 
(a) They began — — stones — — — 
(b) They were playing = — —- 


(c) The boys took —— = —- 
(a) They left the place — — - 
4. Give the story in your own English. 


AN CAK AND A WILLOW 


There stood an oak ina field. A willow 
also was there. The oak was very strong. 
It had many branches. 

One day the oak said to the willow, “You 
are weak. You bow down before a gentle 
wind. But | never bow to it.” 


“You are right,” said the willow. “But 
friend! Be not proud. Storm will root you 
out.” 

Soon a storm came. It blew harder and 
harder. The willow bent down almost to 
the earth. The storm passed away. She 
stood up again. 

But the oak stood against the storm. It 
blew harder. lt uprooted the oak. 
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you see—pride must have a fall.” 


7. 


` Answer the following questions in your own words :— 


Then the willow said to the oak, “Now 


Morai—Pride goeth before a fall. 


Exercise 


(a) Where did the oak stand ? 
(b) Who stood by him ? | 
(c) What did the oak say to the willow ? | 
(a) What was the reply made by the willow ? 
(e) What did the willow do during the storm ? 
(f) What happened to the oak at last ? 
(g) What do you learn from the story ? 
Make sentences of your own with the following :— 
Oak, willow, wind, blow, gentle, bent down, bows. 
harder, stood up, uprooted. 
Fill in the blanks with the following phrases :— 
Root out, bent down, stood against. 
a) But the oak — — the storm. 
b) Storm will — you —. 
wi: ow — — before the storm. 
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THE LION AND THE MOUSE 


One day a lion was sleeping in his den. 
A mouse came out of its hole. Then it 
began to play about. By chance the mouse 
ran over the lion. He woke up in anger. 

Then he caught the mouse in his paw. 
He was going to do away with the little 
creature. 
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` The mouse said in fear ; 

“Sir, you are our king. [| am a poor 
creature. lt is not proper on your part to 
kill a little creature like me. So please let 
me go. I may, one day, help you.” 

The lion smiled at its words. -He 
however, took pity on it and let it go. 

A few days after the lion was roaming 
in the forest. He was caught in a hunter's 
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net. He tried to get out of the net, but could 
not. Then he began to roar. 

That little mouse was near at hand. It 
heard the roar of the lion. Soon it came to 
the help of the lion. Then it began to cut 
the net with its sharp teeth. The lion was 
thus set free. 

Morai— Kindness seldom goes unrewarded. 


Exercise 
1. Answer the following questions in words of your 
own :— 
(a) Who was sleeping and where ? 
H Who was piaying and what did it do? 
c) Why was the lion going to kill the mouse ? 
(d) What did the meuse say to the lion ? 
(e) How was the lion caught in the hunter's net ? 
(t) How was he set free ? 
(g) What does the fable teach you? 
2. Make sentences with these words :— 
Den, by chance, creature, anger, fear, preper, smil- 
ed, pity, hunter’s net, was roaming, was set free. 
3. Put the phrases rightly in the blanks :— 
to play about, to do away with, by chance, set free, 
(a) Then it began — — —. 
(b) — — the monse ran over the llon. 
(c) The lion was thus — —. 


(d) He was going — — — — the little creature. 
4. Tell the story in your own English. 
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VIDYASAGAR AND THE POOR BOY 
One day Vidyasagar got down from the 

train at the station of Burdwan. He was in 

plain dress. So nobody knew who he 


was. 
Then a poor boy walked up to him. 


“Sir, will you help me with a pice ?” said 


he:to the man in plain dress, 


S SSS 
lswarchandra looked at him. He was 
moved by the thin body and hungry look of 
the boy. So he said ? 
“What will you do with a pice ?” 
“I shall buy food with it.” said the boy. 
“If | give you an anna,” said Vidyasagar, 
“What will you do with it >” 
“I shall buy food with two pice and give 


9 


the other two pice to my mother,” was the 
reply. 

“But if I give you two annas?” said 
Iswarchandra. The poor boy took that for 
a joke. So he was about to go away. 

But Vidyasagar held him by the hand. 

“Tell me” said he once more. 

“What you will do with two annas.” 

The boy said as before, “I shall buy food 
with one anna and give the rest to my 
mother.” 

“But if I give you four annas, what will 
you do with the same »” asked Vidyasagar. 

This made the boy half-angry. 

“Why do you cut a joke with a poor boy 
like me »’—so saying, he was going away. 

Vidyasagar would not, however, let him 
go. 

“Then you cannot think of doing any- 
thing with four annas,” said he tothe boy 
tenderly. 

“[am sure,” said the boy, “nobody will 
give. a four-anna bit toa poor boy.” “But 

if | get four annas I shall buy food with two 
annas, then I shall have two annas left. I 
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shall buy mangoes with it and shall sell them- 
at a profit.” 

Vidyasagar was really pleased with the- 
boy. 

He gave him a rupee. 

The boy could hardly believe his eyes. 
So, off he went to his mother. 

Then the boy started business with that 
rupee and became a rich man later on. 


Moral—Diligence is the mother of good luck. 


Exercise 
7. Answer the following questions in your own words :— 
(a) Who got down at the station ? 
(b) What was the name of the station ? 
c ` « walked up to Vidyasagar ? 
(d) What did he say to Vidyasagar ? 
(e) What did the poor boy want to do with two 
annas ? 
(f) What would he do with a four-anna bit 7 
(g) How did the poor boy grow rich ? 
2. Make sentences with the following :— 
train, station, plain, dress, hungry, look, food, say, 
reply, took, beld, was about, half-angry, nobody,- 
a four-anna bit. 
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3. Fill in the blanks with the phrases given :— 
Got down, walked up, took for, by the hand, out 
a joke, at a profit. 
(a) Then a poor boy — — to him. 
(b) The poor boy — that — a joke. 
(c) One day Vidyasagar — — from the train at 
Burdwan: 
(d) But Vidyasagar held him — — —. 
(e) I shall buy mangoes with it and shail sell 
ene 
( Why do you — — — with a poor boy like 
me- ' 
£. Do you know any other story about Vidyasagar ? 
If you know, tell the story in your own vernacular. 
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THE STORY OF A BRAHMIN 


It was the last day of the month of 
Baisakha. A Brahmin was coming home 
back. The summer sun was shining very 
brightly. The Brahmin could no longer walk: 
under the sun. He saw a potter's shop on 
the way and went there to take rest. 

The shop was full of earthen pots. The 
Brahmin took his seat beside them, He had: 
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a packet of flour with him. He had got the 
same from one of his disciples. 

Now the Brahmin was very tired, so he 
fell asleep. But as it was very hot, he could 
not sleep long. Soon he got up and began 
to think : 

“I shall sell this packet of four in the 
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market. Thus I shall get some money. 
Then | shall start a business. It will bring 
a large sum of money and] shall become a 
rich man. My house will be full of servants 
and maid servants. They will always wait 
on me. | shall, however, show my anger 
now and then and shall kick them with 
my feet.” 

Thus thinking, the Brahmin made a show 
of kicking with his feet and broke many a 
pot into pieces. 

The shopkeeper was nearby. He drove 
‘the Brahmin out. The Brahmin was really 
sorry for what he had done. 


Moral—Never give way to day dreaming. 


Exercise 


1. Answer the following questions :— 

a) What was the month? Who was coming 
home back ? 

b) Where did the Brahmin go to take rest ? 

c) What was with him and where did he get it ? 

d) What did he think as he rose up from sleep ? 

e) What was the Brahmin thinking of doing with 
his packet of flour ? 
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f) What was the result of his day-dreaming ? 

g) Why could the Brahmin not sleep long ? 

h) Why did the shop-keeper drive the Brahmin 
out ? 

2 . Make sentences with these words and phrases :— 
Summer sun, brightly, take rest,a packet of flour, 
fell asleep, now and then, market, start, make a 
show of, maid servants, nearby, really. 

3. Put these phrases rightly in the blank spaces of the 
sentences :— 

on the way, got up, wait on. 
(a) Soon he ——. (b) He saw a potter’s shop 
— — —. (c) They will always — — me. 

4, Relate the story in yourown words. 
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TWO FRIENDS AND THE BEAR 


Once two friends were going through a 
forest. They saw a bear coming towards: 
them. One of them at once climbed up a. 
tree and hid himself. But he did not think 


what would become of his friend. 


The other man did not know how to 
climb a tree. So he fell flat on the ground 
and lay down as if dead. 

The bear came up to him, smelt his ears 
and nose and went away. It thought that 
the man was dead. 

Then the other man came down from the 
tree and said to his friend, “l saw the bear 


telling you something into your ears. What 
did it tell you ” 
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The second man then said : 
“Friend! the bear told me not to trust 
a man who leaves his friend in danger.” 


Morai—Never trust a false friend. 


Exercise 


1, Answer the following questions :— 
a) Who were going through the forest ? 
b) What did they de when they saw the bear 7 
c) What did the bear do? 
d) What did the second friend say to the first 
one? . 
.e) What do you learn from the story ? 
2. Make sentences of your own :— 
Through, at once, fell flat, how, know, smelt, 
something, trust, leave, danger. 
3. Fill in the blanks with the phrases given :— 
fell flat, came down, in danger. 
a) Then the other man— — from the tree. 
b) The bear told menot to trust a man who 
leaves his friend— —. F 
c) So he — — on. the grouid. 2 MEY. Ne 
4. Give the story in your own words. GN 
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THE GREEDY DOG 


Once a dog stole a piece of meat from a 
shop. The keeper of the shop came to beat 
him. So he ran away with the piece of meat 
in his mouth. 

Now, there lay a stream on his way. 
Soon he came to it. A plank lay over the 


stream. The dog was running along the 
plank. Suddenly he looked down into the 
stream. He saw his own image in the clear 
water below. He took it for another dog 
with a piece of meat in his mouth. 

“| must have his piece of meat,” said he to 
himself. “Then | shall have two.” 

Thus thinking, he went to snatch away 
the piece of meat of the other dog. As scon 
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as he opened his mouth, his own piece of 
meat fell into the water. He stood dumb. 
_ Then he went away saying : 
“We must be. satisfied with what we- 


have.” 
Moral—All covet all lost. 


Exercise 


oa 


Answer the following questions in your own English :— 

(a) Who stole the piece of meat and from where ? 

(b) What lay on his way ? 

(c) What did he see in the clear water below ? 

(d) What did he think then ? 

(e) What did he do then? 

(£) How did the dog lose his piece of meat ? 

(g) What do you learn from the story ? 

2. Make short sentences of your own with the following :— 
Keeper, ran away, lay, stream, plank, suddenly, image, 
below, snatch away, fell into, dumb, satisfied. 

3, Put the phrases rightly in the blanks :— 

Ran away, on his way, took it for, fell into. 

(a) There lay a stream — — —. 


(b) His own piece of meat — — the water. 
ic) So he — — with the piece of meat. 
(d) He — — — another dog. 


4. Give the story in words of your own. 
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THE MASTER AND HIS SERVANTS 
Once a rich man had a gold watch. One 
day one of his servants stole it. He tried 
to find out the thief, but could not. At last 
he made a plan to catch the thief. 
He called all his servants to him and gave 
them each a stick. He then said to them, 
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“Look here, all these sticks are equal in 
length. But tomorrow, the thief's stick will 
grow an inch longer. So come to me 
tomorrow at h time with your sticks.. 
l shall then see which of you is the thief.” 

Then all the servants went away. 

Now the thief said to himself, “My stick 
is sure to become longer by an inch to- 
morrow. So [must cut an inch off the end 
of my stick. Then my stick will be as long 
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as those of others.” Thus thinking, he cut 
an inch off the end of his stick. 

Next day all the servants came to their 
master at the fixed time. He took all the 
sticks from them, put them side by side and 
found a servant's stick an inch shorter. 

Then he said to him, “You are the thief.” 


Moral—Truth is sure to come out, 


Exercise 


4, Answer the following questions in you r own English :— 
(a) Who had a gold watch ? 
(b) Who stole it ? 
(c) What did the master say to his servants ? 
(d) What did the thief do with his stick ? 
2, Make sentences with each of the following :— 
A gold watch, steal, stick, equal, will grow, longer, 
himself, end, fixed. 


3. Fill in the blanks with the phrases given :— 
To find out, in length, by an inch, side by side. 
(a) My stick is sure to become longer — — — tomorrow. 


(b) Put them — — — and found a servant's stick an 
inch shorter, 
(c) He tried — — — the thief. 
id) All these sticks are equal — —. a 
4. Tell the story in your own words. = 


THE FISHERMEN OF GOTHAM! 


One morning twelve fishermen of the 
village of Gotham were ready to go to a river 
for fishing. They had to walk a long 
distance to the river. Some of them had nets 
on their shoulders and the others were 
carrying baskets. : 

When they were on the way an old 
woman met them and said, “I see you are 
going to fish. You aré twelve in number. |] 
wish you good luck. 1 wish that all of you 
come back safely with plenty of fish.” 

“Thank you, madam, for your good 
wishes,” said the leader of the party. So. 
saying, they began to walk again towards the 
river. 

They reached the river at noon. They 
got down into the river and started fishing.. 
They worked hard till dusk. They caught 
plenty of fish. Their baskets were full.. 
Then the leader said, “Well, we have got 
plenty of fish. Let us now stop and go 
home.” | 

When they were passing through a wood 
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on their way home one of them suddenly 
stopped and said, “We were twelve when we 
left the village. Let us see if all of us have 
come back.” 

“Let me count,” said the leader of the 
Party. 

He counted all the other men, but he did 
not count himself.:; So he counted only 
eleven. Then each man counted the others 
except himself. In that way everyone 
counted eleven. 

“Alas! Alas!” they all cried, “One 
of us must have been drowned.” 

They went back to the river. There they 
met a man on horseback and told him what 
had happened. ; 

The man was very clever. He under- 
stood their mistake. “Well, now,” said he 
smiling, “if I find for you your lost friend, 
what will you give me?” 

“Sir, we will give you all the money we 
have, they said. 

So the man got down from his horse. 

“Stand in a line,” he told them. 

Then he began counting, touching each 
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man’s head. “Here is number one. Here 
is number two, number three, number four. 
Thus he counted upto number eleven. 
Then he touched the head of the twelfth man 
and said, “Here is your lost friend, the 
twelfth man.” 

“What a wonder! they cried. “He has 
found our lost friend. Thank you, Sir.” 

So they gave him all the money they had 
and started happily for home. 


Exercise 


1. Answer the following questions in your own words :— 
(a) How many men of the village of Gotham wert to 
fish ? 
(b) Where did they go to fish ? 
(c) What were the articles they were carrying ? 
(d) When did they reach the river ? 
‘e) Did they catch any fish ? 
(£) Why did they go to the river-bank a second time ? 
(g) Whom did the fishermen meet at the tiver-bank ? 


(h) Why did they think that one of them must have 
been drowned ? 


G) What was their mistake in counting ? 
(j) What did they give the man on horseback and why ? 
Use in sentences of your own :— 
Catch, safely, counted, wood, plenty, leader, dusk, except, 
happily, drowned. 
Complete the sentences :— 
(a) Some of them had nets on their —. 
(b) I wish you good —. 
(c) They reached the —. 
(d) They worked hard till —. 
(e) One of us must have been —. 
(£) So the man got down from — — 
(6) Standan—" = 
(bh) In that way everyone counted —- 


25 


AN ELEPHANT AND A TAILOR 


Once there wasa tailor ina town. His 
shop stood on the main road. The tailor sat 
by the window facing the road and did his: 
work, : e 

There was an elephant in that town. The 
elephant used to go to the river every 
morning by the same road. It would then, 


put its trunk in through the window and the 
tailor would give him food to eat. 

Now one day while the elephant was 
going to the river, it Put its trunk into the 
shop as usual. The tailor did not givei: any 


food on that day, but pricked its trunk with 
a needle for fun. 
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The elephant drew its trunk back in pain 
and went away to the river to bathe. 

Then after bathing it took some dirty 
water in its trunk and went to the tailor’s 
shop. The tailor v ; lat his work. The 
elephant poured the dirty water over his: 
body and went away. Everything in the 
shop was thus soiled. i 

The tailor became very ‘sorry for what 


he had done. 


Exercise 


1. Answer the following questions in your own English :— 
(a) Where was the tailor’s shop ? ` 
(b) What did the elephant do every day while going to 
bathe ? 3 . 
(c) Why did the tailor prick the elephant’s trunk ? 
(d) What did the elephant do then ? 
2. Make sentences with :— 
Tailor, facing the road, window, everything, “angry, 
pricked, poured, over, sorry. 
3. Put the following phrases correctly in the blanks of the: 
sentences :— As usual, for fun, in pain, 
a) The elephant drew its trunk back — —. 
(b’ It put its trunk into the shop — —. o 
(c) The tailor pricked its trunk with a needle — —. 
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THE SUN AND THE WIND 


Once in the past there was a quarrel 
‘between the sun and the wind. 


“l am stronger than you,” said the sun to 
the wind. The wind then said, “No, 
are not stronger than |.” 

Thus they went on quarrelling. 


At that time a man was going by that 
“way. 
“Well,” said the wind, 


strength on this man. He ha 


you 


“let us try our 
s a wrapper, on. 


He, who of us can take off his wrapper is 
the stronger, do you agree »”’ 


“Yes, do,” -aid ithe sun, 
The wind was to take the first chance. 
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He began to blow as hard as he could. But 
he could not take the wrapper off the man’s 
body. The harder he blew, the tighter- be- 
came the hold of the man on his wrapper. 

Then came the sun’s turn. He shone very 
brightly. The day grew hotter. The man 
began to sweat, so he put off his wrapper and. 
sat down under a tree to take rest. 


Thus the sun won the contest Wet tre 


HMorai—Show your worth bya delas. E 
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Exercise 


1. Answer the following questions in simple English :— 
(a! Who quarrelled and why ? 
(b) What did the wind say to the sun ? 
(c) Did the sun agree to the wind's proposal ? 
(d) ‘What did they do to prove their own strength ? 
(e) Who won the contest ? 
(£) What do you learn from the story ? 
2. Make sentences with -— 
Stronger, agree, take off, chance, to blow hard. 
tighter, hold, brightly 
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3. Put the phrases in the blanks :— 
In the past, went on, put off, take off, as hard as, to take 


Teste i 
ue g, ft! 5 s 
ta) So he — — his wrapper and sat down under a tree. 
(b) Once — — — there was a quarrel between the sun 


and the wind. 


(c) Thus they — — quarrelling. 
(d) He, who of us can— — his wrapper, is the stronger. 
(e) He began to blow — — — he could, 


(£) He sat down under a tree — — —. ` 
-4, Tell the story in your own words. 
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THE FARMER AND HIS OLD HORSE 


A farmer had a horse. The horse had 
served his master very faithfully for long. But 
now he grew too old to work. 

The master was very cruel. One day he 
said to the horse. “You are old? You cannot 
work any more. So you are no longer'of any 
use to me. Leave the stable. You'may come 
back if you are stronger than a lion.’ i 

` The horse becanie very sad when he 
heard those words. He had to leave the 
place where he had lived for so many years. 
He, however, left the stable. 

He walked sadly up ‘and down in the 
wood near the farin." He was looking for a 
place to shelter himself from the cold wind 
and the rain. 

One day when he was standing under a 
tree a fox came up to him and said, “What’s 
wrong, my friend ? Why do you look so sad?” 

The horse told the fox what his master 
had said. The fox took pity on him. He - 
thought for some moments and then said, 
“You need not be so sad, my friend. | think 
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I can help you. | havea plan, Doas I say.” 
Then he told the horse to lie down on the 


ground under the tree and try to look as if he: 


was dead. 


The horse did as he was asked to do. 


The fox then ranto the den of a lion. 


nearby. The lion was at home. The fox said 
to the lion, “I have good news for you, sir.” 

“What is it ”” roared the lion. 

“Not far from here,” said the fox, “lies a. 
dead horse. | think he would make a good. 
meal for you.” 

The lion was hungry. So he was very 
pleased to hear this. 

“Take me to the place where the dead: 
horse lies,” he said to the fox. 

“Then, follow me, sir.” 

The fox ran off towards the place and the 
lion followed him. 

Soon they came to the place where the 
dead horse lay. 

“It would be better for you,” said he to the 
lion, “if you take him to your cave and then 
eat him up at your pleasure. I will tie you 
to his tail and you can pull him to your place 
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The lion thought that was a good idea. 
So he lay down under the tree where the 
horse lay. The fox then tied him to the tail 
of the horse. The sly fox also tied the hind 
legs of the lion together so that he could 
not set himself free. 

When the work was done the fox moved } 
to a distance and made a signal to the horse. 


The horse at once jumped up and began 
to run pulling the lion behind him. 

The lion then began to roar and roar. But 
the horse did not stop. 


3 33 


After a short time he came to the gate of 
his master’s house and stopped there. The 
master heard the roar of the lion. He came 
out to see what the matter was. 


“Here is a lion, Sir”, said the horse. 
“You see | am stronger than the lion.” 


The farmer saw what the horse had done. 
He was sorry that he had been cruel to him. 


“You will stay in your stable,” said he to 
the horse, “and I will look after you.” 


The fox was nearby behind a tree. He 
smiled to himself and ran off into the wood. 


Exercise 
1, Answer the following questions én your own words t— 

(a) How did the horse serve bis master ? 

(b) “Leave the stable” Who said this and to 
whom ? 

(c) What did the horse do then? 

(4) What did the fox tell the horse to do? 

(e) What did the fox tell the iion to do with the 
dead horse ? 


34 


(£) Why did the fox tie together the hind legs 
of the lion ? 

(g) What did the horse do when he saw the 
signal of the fox ? 

(h) Why did the farmer take back the horse? 


2, Make sentences of your own :— 


farmer, faithfully, no ‘longer, shelter, follow, 
eiuel, signal, roar. 

Une the following phrases in sentences of your own :— 
a) look after, b) -ran off 


35 


AKBAR AND BIRBAL 


You must have heard the name of Akbar, 
the great Moghul Emperor. He was a man 
of wit and wisdom. He was a lover of 
learning. He collected many men of learning 
in his court. Birbal was one of them. 


Birbal was a learned man and a man of’; 
ready wit. He could answer any question 
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without losing a moment. So he was a great 
fovourite of Akbar. 

Akbar was fond of throwing challenges 
to his subjects. One day he said that he 
would give five thousand rupees to the 
person who could stand in the river in chest- 
deep water for one night. 

lt was the month of January, that is, the 
middle of winter. At that time of the year the 
water of the river grows very cold at night. 
So it was almost impossible fora man to 
stand in chest-deep water during the night. 

Nobody came to take up the challenge. 
At last a poor Brahmin came to try it. 

He stood in the cold water for the whole 
night. The Emperor was surprised. “How 
could you do it ?” he asked the Brahmin. 

“Your Majesty, | kept looking at the 
candles burning in your palace”, replied the 
Brahmin. 

“Oh! Now l see. The light of the 
candles reached you and kept you warm,” 
eaid the Emperor to the Brahmin. “Go away. 
You won't get the money.” 
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Tears came to the eyes of the poor 
Brahmin. Birbal was there. He watched: 
all that happened. He felt a great pity for 
the Brahmin. He wanted to teach the 
Emperor a lesson. 

Birbal was never absent from the court. 
But he did not come to the court the next 
day. Akbar waited for Birbal. But he did 


notcome. So he sent for Birbal. 


The messenger came back tothe court 
and said to the Emperor, “Your Majesty, 
Birbal is cooking food. He says, he will 
come after it is ready.” 

Akbar waited another hour. But still 
Birbal did not come. So he sent his 
messenger again. This time also the 
messenger brought back the same answer. 

Akbar could no longer wait. He went 
hin:<elf to the house of Birbal to see what he 
was doing. 

Akbar reached Birbal’s house and found, 
that Birbal had hung up a pot on a pole. 

ere was rice in the pot and on the ground 
a candle was burning. Akbar could not but 
laugh at Birbal’s conduct. 
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“Have you gone mad ?? said Akbar to 
him. “How can the light of the candle cook 
the rice in the pot hanging so high up 2?” 

“Well, your Majesty, if the candles 
burning in your palace could keep the poor 
Brahmin warm standing in the cold water; 
then this candle will certainly cook the rice 
in the pot hanging so high.” 

Akbar saw through the game of Birbal. 
He was ashamed of his own conduct. He 
sent for the poor Brahmin and gave him five 
thousand rupees. 


Exercise 


4, Answer the following questions in your own words :— 
(a) Who was Akbar ? 
(b) What kind of man was he? 
(e) Who was Birbal ¢ 
(4) What was Akbar’s challenge to his subjects ? 
(e) Who took up his challenge ? 
(f) What did Akbar say to the Brahmin ? 
(g) “Have you sone mad?” Who said this and 


fo whom ? 
(h) How was Birbal cooking rice in a pot ? 
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(i) What did Akbar do at last 7 

G) “I kept looking at the candles burning in 
your palace.” Who said this and to whom ? 

Make sentences of your own with the Following :— 

Wisdom, favourite, challenge, message, ashamed, 

certainly, fond of. 

Supply the missing words :— 


(a) Birbal was a great favourite of —, 

(b) Akbar was fond of throwing — to his 
subjects. 

(c)® You won't get the —, 

(c) He wanted to teach the Emperor a —, 
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THE GOLDEN APPLES 
Long, long ago there lived in Greece a 
very strong man named Hercules. He was 
the strongest man in the world of that time. 
He did many difficult and dangerous things. 
The king of Greece was afraid of him because 
of his strength. So he always tried to kill 


Hercules. 


t for Hercules. When he 
“Well Hercules, | want 
You must get them for 


One day he sen 
came, the king said, 
three golden apples. 


me, 
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“Where shall i find them?” asked 


Hercules. 


“i do not know,” replied the king. “But 
you are to find out where they grow and get 
them for me.” 


Hercules obeyed the orders of the king, 
He set off for the go!den apples. But he did 
not know where to go and how to get them. 

He put on his lion skin and began walking. 
He walked day after day, week after week 
and month after month. He asked everyone 
he met on his way, “Do you know the place 
where the golden apples grow >” But no 
one knew. 


Still Hercules went on walking. When 
he felt hungry he killed animals and ate 
them. He lay down under the open sky and 
slept when he felt tired. 


One morning he saw a mountain in front 
of him ata distance. He began to walk to- 
wards it. When he' came nearer he found 
that it was not a mountain. It was a very big 
man, a giant. He looked like a mountain from 
a distance. He was carrying the sky on his: 
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head. Hercules was surprised to see such 


a big man. 
The giant saw Hercules. 
“Who are you 3? said the giant ina loud 


voice. 
“j am Hercules of Greece. Who are 


you?” 

“Iam Atlas. [hold up the sky on my 
head. What do you want here 2” 
golden apples- The 


“I am in search of 
hree golden apples. 


king of my country wants t 
Can you tell me where I can find them 2” 
“Yes?” said Atlas, “I know the place ( 


where they grow.” 

“{ shall get them for you. You area very 
strong man. Hold up the sky on your head 
while | am gone.” 

Hercules was very pleased. “Now I will 
get the apples,” thought he. So he climbed 
up a nearby mountain and took the sky on 
his head. 

Atlas set off at once. He could easily 
climb up high mountains. His legs were so: 
long that he could walk through big rivers 
h his head above the water. 


and oceans wit 
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After a short time he came back with 


‘three beautiful golden apples. 


‘-#!Hercules was glad to see the golden 
apples. 


(“Thank you,” said he. “Now take the sky, 


please. I shall take the apples to our king. 
“No”, said Atlas, “you can hold up the 
sky. l shall take the apples to your king. 
He will give mea reward.” 
Hercules was very clever. When he saw 
Atlas walk away he shouted, “Look here, 
my head is hurting, So, take the sky fora 


“minute only so that Í may put the lion skin on 


my head.” 
Atlas was not so clever. He believed 
Hercules. He put down the apples on the 


-ground and took the sky on his head. As 


soon as Hercules got free of his burden he 
picked up the apples and ran off. 

“Good bye!” he shouted “you hold the 
aky and | am going to the king.” 

He then went to the king and showed him 
the apples. The king became very frightened. 
He gave'the apples to Hercules. 


44 


Exercise 
Answer the following questions :— 
(a) Who was Hercules ? 
(b) Why was the king of Greece afraid of- 


Hercules 7 
(e) What did the king want of Hercules 7 
(a) What did Hercules ask every one he met or 


his way ? 
-~ ia did Atlas look like f 


(Œ) What was Atlas doing ? 

(g) How did Atlas cross the ocean ? 

(h) Why did Atlas want to take the apples tə 
the king ? 

(i) Why did the king give the apples to Hercules?” 


Make sentences of your own with the following words :— 


afraid, strength, in front of, in search of, 
reward. 
Complete the sentences :— 


(a) You must get them — — 
(b) He began to walk towards —- 
@) I hold up the sky on —— 

(d) Hercnles was very ~~" 


——— 
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ONE GOOD TRICK 


Once a cat and a fox were talking 
‘together. 

“I do not like hounds,” said the fox. 

“I also do not like hounds,” said the cat. 


“lam always able to get away from the 
hounds,” said the fox. 


“lam glad to here it,” said the cat. 
how do you get away ?” 

“Well,” said the fox, “I know a lot of 
tricks for getting away from the hounds.” 

“What are those tricks ? Please tell me 
all about them,” said the cat. 

“Sometimes | run along by the hedge,” 
said the fox. “Then I turn back and hide in 
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the wood. Sometimes Í hide in the ground. 
These are only a few of my tricks. But 
what tricks do you know ?” 

The cat said, “I know only one good 
trick.” 

“Then l am sorry for you,” said the fox. 

“Thank you,” said the cat, “but here 
come some hounds.” 

Then the cat did her one good trick. 

She ran up atree. There she was safe 
from the hounds. 

The fox tried all his tricks, one after 
another; but after a long run he was very 
tired and the hounds caught him at last and 
tore him to pieces. 

So the cat’s one good trick saved her but 
not all the many tricks of the fox saved him. 


Exercise 
A. (i) Who were talking together once 7 
di What did they not like ? 
ii) Who said that he knew a lot of tricks ? 
(ix) How many tricks did the cat know ? 
(v) What good trick did the cat do? 
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B. Put together the right parts of the sentences :— 


I am always able from the hounds. 

I know lot of tricks in a hole in the ground, 
Sometimes I hide to get ANAY from the hounds, 
There she was safe for getting away from the hounds, 


C. Fill in each blanks with the right word from the 
following list .— 
were, to, and, how, away, lot, get, few, trick g=- 
Once a cat — a fox — talking together. 
I am able — get — from the hounds. 
But — do you — away ? 
I know a — of tricks. 
These are only a — of my —. 
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HOW RATNAKARA BECAME VALMIKI 


Chavan was a hermit. He had a son 
Ratnakara by name. His parents were old 
now and Ratnakara had to look after them. 
Ratnakara was bad and cruel. He wasa 
robber. 


travellers. When a traveller came that way 
Ratnakara used to kill him and take away 
his money. 

Lord Brahma wanted to put an end to 
this killing. He took the form of a hermit 
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and walked along the road. Ratnakara came 
to him and was about to kill him. 

“Wait a minute,” said the Hermit. “Why 
do you rob and kill men? It isa sin. Don’t 
you know that ?? 

Ratnakara laughed. 3 

“| don’t care,” said he. “l have to feed 
my old parents and my wife in this way”. 

“Listen to me,” said the hermit. “Your 
parents and your wife share what you earn. 
But will they share your sins ?” 

“Yes, they will certainly share all my sins. 
For | am doing all these sins to feed them,” 
said Ratnakara. 

“But | don’t think they will,” said the 
hermit. “You may go home and ask them 
about it. | will wait here till you come back. 

Ratnakara went home and asked his 
parents and his wife if they would share his 
sins. 

“We shall not share your sins,” they said. 
“It is your duty to give us food. We never 


told you to ear money by killing and 
robbing others.” 
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Ratnakara was frightened now. He ran 
back to the hermit and fell at his feet. 

“Saye me, my Lord’ he begged with 
tears in his eyes. 

“Have no fear, my boy,” said the hermit, 
“From now on don’t rob and kill any one. 
Pray to Rama day and night.” 

Ratnakara then sat down under a tree and 
began to say ‘Rama’ ‘Rama’ day and night 
with closed eyes. 

Thousands of years passed by. White 
ants built a house over his body and covered 
him. 

One day Brahma came to him and said, 
“Ratnakara, am pleased with} you. Come 
out. You are no longer the robber Ratna- 
kara. From now on eyerybody will call you 
‘Valmiki’, because you have come out of the 
anthill today.” 


Valmiki was now a saint. He wrote 
Ramayana in sanskrit. Krittibas translated 
the book in Bengali. All of us should read 
the book. 
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Exercise 

Answer the followiug questions :— 

How did Ratnakara earn money ? 

How did Brahma come before Ratnakara ? 
Why did Brahma,come to Ratnakara ? 

“It is asin”? Who said this and to whom ? 
Why did Ratnakara rob and kill men ? 

“But I don’t think they will.” Who said this 
and to whom ? 

What did Ratnakara ask his parents and his 
wife? 

What did Ratnakara do when his parents salà 
that they would not share his sins ? 

What advice did Brahma give Ratnakara ? 
Why Ratnakara was called “Valmiki? ? 
Make sentences with s— 

Traveller, wayside, share, earn, feed, hermit. 


KING MIDAS 


In old days there was a king named 
Midas. He was a kind king but he was very 
greedy. He was a rich king and had heaps 
of gold coins. Still he wanted more gold. 
He liked to count his gold coins over and 


over again. 
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One day at night when he was counting 
his gold coins he heard a voice. ; 

“Midas,” said the voice, “I have come 
from heaven. lcan grant you your wish.” 

“Oh Lord,” said Midas. “lwant to be 
able to turn everything that | touch into gold.” 
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“So be it,” the voice said. 

When Midas awoke next morning he 
wanted to test his power. He touched the 
bed and at once it turned into gold. He 
turned all the furniture around him into gold. 
He was very happy with his wonderful gift. 

Then he sat'down to have his food. But 
at his touch all his food turned into gold. 
He could not eat gold. He was afraid now. 
How then was he going to live.? 

Just then his little daughter came running 
to him. 

“Father,” she began, but could not say 
anything more. As soonas Midas touched 
her she turned to gold. Midas shook her and 
shouted at the top of his voice. But every- 
thing failed to bring her back to life. She 
was no more than a golden statue. 

Midas began to weep. § He wept as he 
had never wept before. 

He prayed to God to take his gift away. 
God took pity on him at last. 

“Go down to the river,” the voice said 
once more. “Wash your. hands in the water 
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of the river. The golden touch will then go 
from you. Then fill a jar with the water and 
take it to your palace. If you sprinkle the 
water on your daughter, she will come back 
to life.” 

King Midas did as he was told. The 
little girl came to life and started shaking off 
the water from her wet clothes. 

Never again did Midas think that gold 
was better than anything else in the world. 


Exercise 
1. Answer the following questions :— 
a) What did Midas like todo? f 
b) What was he doing one day at night ? 
c) What did Midas want from God ? 
da) What did happen when Midas sat down 
to eat ? 
e) Why did Midas weep ? 
f) How did Midas get back his daugher ? 
2. Make sentences of your own :— 
greedy, grant, touch, test, power, statue, weep, 


sprinkle. - 
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3. 
a) 
b) 
c) 
a) 
e) 
f) 


Complete the sentences :— 

He was a kind king but he was — —. 

I can grant you your —. 

He wanted to — his power. 

He was — now. 

But everything failed to bring her back — — 
-The Golden — will then go from you. 


—=_ 


